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a pass; but he had to return to camp before attaining his
objective.

The following day was fine, however, and good progress
was made up the main glacier to a camp at 17,000 feet, beyond
which there appeared to be a likely col. Here some of the Baltis
clamoured to be allowed to return, and eight had to be paid
off. By stamping a track through deep powder-snow the col
was reached early next morning. Then, to the dismay of the
porters, another and slightly higher col was seen some distance
ahead. The majority of them gave up the ghost, complained
of sickness, and even lay down groaning in the snow. Eventu-
ally all but seventeen had to be paid off, and the provisions
\vere left in a great dump in the middle of the hanging glacier.
This unfortunate incident was soon forgotten when two hours
later the faithful band reached the second col and looked
down the Sarpo Laggo Glacier into the unknown country
they had struggled so far to reach. The loads were rolled down
the snow-slope, and the men hurried down to the glacier and
made a camp near the first rocks on the side of the ice.

A few days later Auden and Tilman (who had been attacked
by fever on the southern side of the pass) joined Shipton and
Spender in the work of relaying the stores down to the base
camp six miles beyond the pass. They found themselves in
wild country and there seemed to be no life in the desolate
valley.

By June 12 the snout of the glacier was reached, and from
this point they could see far up the Crevasse Glacier to the
ring of unnamed peaks at its head. That same evening they
also found an oasis, and the dark patch of trees provided
welcome fuel. From a ridge above this pleasant spot they were
able to look down theShaksgam valley and far into the unknown
Aghil Ranges. Shipton spied a wild ass standing beside the
river and also was lucky enough to shoot a couple of bharal
(mountain sheep).

Base camp having been established, Spender and Auden
went off on their scientific work, but before Shipton and
Tilman could set off across the Shaksgam river into the un-
known ranges beyond there was another rebellion by the
Baltis, and this time all but four of them departed up the